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Abstract

In 1796 the coastal area of Sri Lanka were surrendered to the British. In
1815 it became a British colony. The end of the war in Europe the
colonial office quite understandably placed greater emphasis on the
reduction of military expenditure. According to the Colebrook reform he
recommended to reduction colony expenditure. The British rulers
wanted to establish export based economy in Sri Lanka. T-hey
introduced several land ordinances. Ordinance No.12 of 1840, To
Prevent Encrochments upon Crown Lands among them was the first
one.
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