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sicbon » evgmlf ednedsl svem® =008, “Sinhala literature of the 3rd Century
BC indicates that the state elephant or Mangalahatti was the elephant on which the king
rode. This elephant was always a tusker and had a special stable called the hatthisala. The

post to which it was tethered was called the alheka.” (Jayawardhena, Living Heritage
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"This piece of animal sculpture is probably unique in Ceylon. Cut in full round from a rock.
life-size, are the head and shoulders of an elephant whose feet the river washed when low.
The elephant stands in the water, looking slightly upstream, as though hesitating to cross.
At present the river in semi-flood reaches its eyes. There are signs of ‘sets' for some
building's foundations on a boulder adjoining, but no ruins or inscriptions are known likely
to afford a clue to the object of this solitary tour de force of a skilful sculptor," (Bell & Bell

1893). @€ v egel wntd 0 Ba oS o pod; » us ¢® » Do Ouz’
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country too elephants have fought in wars and featured in various sports and combat during
Sinhala celebrations. In India they have provided transportation for sportsmen indulging in

shikars™ (Jayawardhena, Living Heritage Magazine).
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