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Avifauna in the Enviro*s ef the Pc,Igolla Reservoir
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The Polgolla resetviir i.s situat+ri in ti:e Cenlral Pr+r,ince of Sri Lanka, and is a
part of the Victoria-Randenigala-;{anir;nrbe icsr'rl'*i'r,:r:iillex, "ite relervoii'is fed by the
River Mahaweli. Around tire re:en'o'r er.Le hi:l*roir:ncclus habiiats comprising af Cifferent
types of microhabitats" Dowi's'*eam oi'tlie res*lvt-lj; is a itntic ha'litat with a higher rvater
depth whereas upstream is a i*tir nabi;* rv:'ih a shalhw ruatrr i'egime, rocky substrate and
intervening flooded grassy petches. Fu'iher. ;he re*er,,+ir banks are planted rviih perenaial
woody tree species with a taii ti:ii;ii cr.,i,:/r;i. l* additicrr tc srvarnplends, smal! river islands
overgrown with bushes, shail**' .,1'aisr ei*as anei highii' vegrialed marshlands are also
present in the region. The ctajoi lia-i:.ut t-.iX,e ln the vicility is home gardens of varying
sizes planted wiih mcsaic 1,.egi:tatic'n. B*s:dr.r i,ome gardrns a signlficant extent of paddy
fields are present in ihe area.

The avifauna bcrder'iag the reselnqi rncirrd.aig i,:e resen'oir premises, the home
gardens and other bordering irabitats were reccrded. Thi stud,v rvas carried aut for five
consecutive years (2003-20051. Obserr':iiir-"n recoiiis wel:e rr;a.intained by cond.ucting spot
counts and visual encounter .irjiv't:,'5 in i36.6i1 habi;at ryrp*. Identification was rnade using
standard bird guides cf Sri l.a:ka, A :ti&l of 96 bird sprlies ivith 4 endemics (Sri Lanka
Hanging Panat Loriculus ber3.;iiinus. Y,:iicrv frcnted Barbet Megalaim,T.flsvlt?ors, Yellow-
eared Bulbu! Pycnonotus pe:aici!|*tus, Sri Larika iVldle-eye Zctsterops ceyloneruis) were
recorded, representing 20 % ,;f ;he tr:fal avifa,:nal di-,,ersi';;, of the country. Among them 89
species were breeding reside,r',s and ci: wer: rvirter visi,;or.r (Cornmon Sanci Fiper Actitis
lrypaleucos, indian Pitta Pittc; 116;1yil'-r; hsiar ParaJise .il;;catcher Terpsiphone paradisi
Asian Brown flycatcher Mu.':ctlsp,t ,isuurica Brcwr. Sl:yike Larcius cristatws Blue-tailed
Bee-eater Merops phillippinz.s;. ii:e Asiar: paradise Flycartcher is known to occur in both
forrns, A checklist was prepa:'t d c:r tiir i:irij sprcies :ecoiC,:d during the study.
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