
A Study on the Image of Women Representation in the French Novels Une

si Longue Lettre and Le Voile de Draupadi

Rasanjana S. Sarnarasinghst{'l

lDepartment of Modern Languages, Faculty of Humanities, University of

Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

(.) E.mail: rasanjanasandamin i@grnail. com

There is a strong connection betlr.een the role of u,omen and French literature.

\\rriters focus on tire image of r,"omen represented in their literary texts. Among

French-speaking \r.riters, Nlariarna Bi aird Auanda Der.i are recognized as fem.-

inist rvriters. This research does ati in-depth anal,vsis of the tr'r'o books, Une si

iongue lettre b,v Mariaina Bi and Le \roiie de Draupadi b1'Ananda Devi. The

research question of the studl' is to identify how: the image of n'omen is being

treateo in the tr,r,o norrels" The main objectir.cs of the analysis are to identify

the situatioir of rr.omen in the tu'o societies presented and to find out how they

succeed in facing the obstacies oi tl-re socielt,. The research hypothesis is that

the u,oman is portrar-ed as a r.ictirn. fhe t'esearch is baseci on the deep anal-vsis

of the trr,o nor.eis and the ana11-sis oi the qualitatii-e data coliected b,v difrerent

sources and intern iervs. The study is carried out thematicallr' focusing on dif-

f-erent themes tackled by the two writers. According to the analysis, it turns

out that the two r,r,riters highlight tr,r,o images of the woman: the victimized

\\roman and the stoic woman by highlighting the evolution that happens within

the u,oman. Taking the results into account, it turned out that the situation of

\vomen in both societies is rirther tragic and despite the struggles, the woman

renrains Strong orr,ing to her Lrelse\.erance rr.hich iS Supported by their educa-

tion, friendship and understanding.
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