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'lhe research was conducted with rei-erence to the Freirian praxis on "l:ank-
-ing" concept of education in relation to Engiish ianguage teaching (ELT) in
sri ]-anka. Education through the act of depositing, which is prevalent in ELT
in tertiarv level has obstructed the development of a critical consciousness of
lhe stu<ient. Assigning an 'unailoved ignorance, io the incompetent speaker
of Engiish. the teacher substantiates ihe rlistinction betrveen the stuclent anci
lhemseives ihrough intimiciaiing ilarration of structuraiist ideologies of ian_
guage teaching. An acquiescert inciination tol ard.s 'banking' concept is per-
ceptible arnong ESL iearners in schooi anci tertiary levels since it's convenient.
'{ct, the com'enience of the banking approach, as Freire posits, ciehumanizes
the student and creates a dichotomy between the man anrl the world. inter-
','iews, questionnaires and activities rvere conducted with 25 unciergraciuates of
iwo state unir.ersities in Sri Lanka to anaiyze the manner in which the'banking'
concept has hindered their creative power. A dearth of learner autonomy and
creativity was conspicuous among the undergraduates, resuiting from teachert
narration that they are accustomed to since primarv eciucation. The gravitv
of clepriving the learners from conscientizagio in the school level, itslreper-
cussionsand the significallce of introducing the undergraduate to critical con-
sciousness through lesson rnaterials were understood in the research.
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