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Abstract

The main aim of  this paper was to conduct an analytical and comparative study on teaching 
methods practised in ancient pirivena education in Kotte Kingdom. The comparative 
historical method has been used as the research method and Suttapitaka and epistles 
(Sandesha Kavya) written during Kotte period have been examined as primary sources to 
collect information. Research papers, articles and books written on monastery education 
and pirivena education were examined as secondary sources to collect data. Data has 
been analysed comparatively relevant to the comparative historical method. According 
to research findings it was shown that teaching methods practiced in pirivena education 
during Kotte period were very much similar to teaching methods used by teachers in 
the present day school system. In ancient pirivena they had practiced student centered 
teaching methods to enrich the outcome base education which was not second to the 
present outcome based education. Modern teachers can learn positive aspects of  these 
ancient teaching methods for an effective learning teaching environment. Lessons learned 
by teachers from these traditional teaching methods would help them to reduce the gap 
prevailing between teachers and students due to less competencies displayed by teachers 
with poor teaching methods. Hence, it was suggested to conduct more subtle comparative 
studies on teaching methods in ancient pirivena education and modern schools for 
developing the insights of  each other regarding the teaching methods. 
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ye`oskaùu 

fldaÜfÜ hq.h isxy, moH idys;Hfha oshqKq;u hq.h fia ie,fla' fuu hq.fha 

rÑ; ikafoaY ldjHh ,dxflah idïm%odhsl fn!oaO wOHdmkfha úúO me;slv ms<sn| 

jeo.;a f;dr;=re u;= lrhs' mfrú" ie<,sysKs" .srd" fldals, iy yxi hkq fldaÜfÜ 

hq.fha § ,shejqKq ixfoaY ldjHh fõ' fuu ixfoaY w;ßka .srd ixfoaYh yd yxi 

ixfoaYh fldaÜfÜ hq.fha mej;s idïm%odhsl msßfjka wOHdmkh ;=< l%shd;aul jQ 

bf.kqï b.ekaúï l%shdj,sfhaoS Ndú; l< b.ekaúfï Ys,amSh l%u ms<sn| fndfyda 

f;dr;=re f.kyer olajhs' kuq;a mfrú" ie<,sysKs yd fldals, hk ixfoaYj, merKs 

fn!oaO wOHdmkh ms<sn| iúia;rd;aul f;dr;=re we;=<;a fkdfõ' flfiafj;;a" 

fuu ixfoaYj, wvx.= fn!oaO wOHdmkh ms<ssno i`oyka f;dr;=re m¾fhaIlhskf.a 

wjOdkhg ,laúh hq;a;ls' 

m¾fhaIK wruqK

fuu m¾fhaIKfha wruqK jkqfha YS% ,dxflah b;sydifhys moH idys;Hfha 

iaj¾Kuh hq.h fia ie,flk fldaÜfÜ hq.fha mej;s msßfjkaj, Ndú; l< 

b.ekaúfï Ys,amSh l%u ms<sn| tl, ,shejqKq mfrú" ie<,sysKs" .srd" fldals, iy 

yxi hk ikafoaY ldjHh weiqfrka fidhd ne,Suhs'

m¾fhaIK l%ufõoh

fldaÜfÜ hq.fha rÑ; ixfoaY ldjHh o;a; /ialsÍu i|yd m%d:ñl uQ,dY%h 

f,i;a tu hq.fha idïm%odhsl fn!oaO wOHdmkh ms<sn| ,she ú we;s fmd;a m;a 

m¾fhaIK m;%sld oaú;hsssl uQ,dY%h f,i;a fhdod f.k we;' fuu uq,dY% weiqßka 

,nd.;a f;dr;=re úia;rd;aulj;a ikaikaokd;aulj;a we.hqïYSs,Sj;a bosßm;a  

fldg we;' 

idys;Hh úu¾Ykh 

fldaÜfÜ hq.fha l%shd;aul jQ merKs msßfjka wOHdmkfha os úúO fCIa;%j,g 

wod< úIhhka W.kajd we; ^odhdkkao" n.d.&' tysos wOHdmkh yd iïnkaO úYsIag 

m%.;shla fmkakqï fldg we;' fuu msßfjkaj, WNh iïm%odhhkag wh;a isiqyq 

wOHhk lghq;=j, fhÿKy ^wêldrs" 1991&' WNh iïm%odhh hkq .%ka: OQrh yd 

úo¾Ykd OQrhhs' jk.; fmfoil Ndjkd jevQ NsCIQyq úo¾Ykd OQrhg;a .%du jdiSj 

;%smsglh bf.kSu" b.ekaúu yd foaYkd l< NsCIQyq .%ka: OQrhg;a wh;a jQy ̂ rdyq," 1956&' 

fuhska úchnd msrsfjk .%du jdihg wh;a jk w;r moaudj;S msrsfjk yd jkr;k 

ysñ jkjdih g wh;a fõ' fuhska úYaj lS¾;shg m;a f;dg.uqfõ úchnd msrsfjk 

w.%.kH Ydia;%d,hls ^wêldß" 1991&' f;dg.uqfõ úchnd msrsfjk 18 jk ishpfia 

hqfrdamfha mej;s oshqKq úYajúoHd,hl ;;ajfhka mj;ajdf.k .sh Ydia;%d,hls' isrs 

merl=ïnd rcqf.a fkduo rdcH wkq.%yh ksid f;dg.uqfõ úchnd msßfjk cd;Hka;r 

úYajúoHd,hl iajNdjh .;a nj we;fula woyia lr;s ^mq[a[idr" 1992&' fñ w;r 
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jkjdihg wh;a iuyr msrsfjkaj, f,!lsl úIhhkg lsisÿ bvla fkdjQ w;r iuyr 

tAjdfha meúoaokaf.a m%dfhda.sl mqyqKqjg tl. iïm%odhdkql=, iïu; úIh moaO;shla 

W.kajd we;' fuu wdh;kj, Ndú; l< b.ekaúfï Ys,amsh l%u wkqj .sys meúos 

fomlaIfhau YsIHhkag yslañu iys; ixhuhla ,nd osu uqLH mrud¾:h fldgf.k 

l%shd;aul jQ nj meyeos,sh ^odhdkkao" n.d.&'

fldaÜfÜ hq.fha mej;s msßfjka yd tajdfha Ydia;%Sh oshqKqj 

fldaÜfÜ hq.h Ydia;%Sh oshqKqj w;ska b;d jeo.;a ixêia:dkhla igyka l< 

ld,iSudjla nj by; f;dr;=rej,ska wkdjrKh fõ' fuu hq.fha mej;s msßfjka 

w;ßka lEr., moaudj;s msßfjk jkr;k ix>rdc kdysñhkaf.a wêm;s;ajh 

hgf;a f.dv ke.=Kls' fuys jkr;k ysñ we;=¨ jev úis NslaIqkaf.a wej;=ï 

mej;=ï wkqj ;srKh l< yelafla lEr., moaudj;s msrsfjK uyd úydr iïm%%odh 

w.hlrñka th /l .eksfuys,d wemlem jQ wdh;khla njh' f;dg.uqfõ  

úchdnd msßfjk uydúydr iïm%dodh;a uydhdk iïm%dodh;a tlsfklg iïnkaO 

fldg mj;ajd f.k .sh wdh;khls' .srd ikafoaY l;=jrhdg wkqj ix>rdc moúh 

bisÆ f;dg.uqfõ rdyq, ysñhka ̂ l%s' j' 1467(1476& fuys mßfõkdêm;s Oqrh ord we;' 

f;dg.uqfõ úchnd msrsfjk .d¨ osia;%slalfha je,a,nv m;a;=fõ yslalvqjg kqÿßka 

udoïmd Th f;,aj;a; .%dufhys msysáhls' 19 jk ishji ueo nd.hg fmr fuu 

msrsfjk b;d ckm%sh wOHdmk uOHia:dkhlaj mej;S we;' fuys b;sydih fidhk 

we;fula mjikafka f;dg.uqfõ úchnd msßfjk wkqrdOmqr hq.hg wh;a jk w;r  

miqj m<uqjk ^1326& úchndyq rcq miauy,aj lr jQ njhs' f;dg.uq fjfyr" r;am;a 

fjfyr hkq úchnd msßfjk i|yd Ndú;d l< fjk;a kï folla fõ ^.srd 

ixfoaYh" 154&' mrdl%undyq rcq ^1302& úiska fuh fouy,a fldg ;kd we;' ikafoaY 

ldjHhj, ioyka fnkaf;dg jkjdih 13 ishpfia m%issoaOhg m;aj ;snQ wdh;khls 

^wêldß" 1991&' .,;=reuq, fïOxlr ix>rdc kdysñ yd Y%s ux., ix>rdc kdysñ  

mems,shdfka iqfka;%dfoaù msßfjfkys mßfjkdêm;s;ajh orñka tys oshqKqjg lghq;= 

l<y' mems<shdfka iqfka;%dfoaù msrsfjk ;s%msglh" wgqjd" áld .%ka:lrKhg 

uq,a ;ekla ÿka wdh;khls ^wêldß" 1991&' bre.,a l=,;s,;l msrsfjk WNh 

jdiS uy i.K f;j<d oyï m%.=K l< .,;=reuq,g wh;a flakaøia:dkhls 

^wêldß" 1991&'

fïjdfha wOHdmkh j¾;udkfha fukau úêu;a" wúêu;a yd fkdúêu;a f,i 

ukd ixúOdkhlska mj;ajdf.k f.dia we;' iQ;% msglh" úkh msglh" wNsO¾uh" 

wÜGl:d" jHdlrK" àld" ckaoia" w,xldr" ;¾l Ydia;%h" ;drld Ydia;%h" ixialD;" 

fou<" jeks úIhhka Ydia;%Sh úIhud,dfõ fldgia f,i mj;ajdf.k f.dia we;' 

wOHdmk wdh;kj, wOHdmk mßirh b;d úêu;a f,i ixúOdkd;aul mj;ajdf.k 

hdu ;=<ska fuu wdh;kj, wúêu;a" fkdúêu;a úIhud,d b;d Yla;su;aj mej;s 

nj ;yjqre lrhs ^yxi ikafoaYh" 2015(157&'  
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b.ekaùfï Ys,amSh l%u 

jkfmd;a lsÍu lEr., moaudj;s msßfjfkys Ndú; l< b.ekaùfï Ys,amSh 

l%uhls' tu msßfjfkys iuyre lÉpdhk jq;a;sh iel ke;sj jkfmd;a l<y' 

ikafoaYj, lihska hkqfjka olajkafka lÉpdhk jq;a;shhs' lÉpdhk kue;s NslaIqj 

úiska ,shd ;sfnk md,s jHdlrK fmd;g úia;r imhñka ,shq fmd; lÉpdhk 

jq;a;s kï fõ' fuys úß; hkak jq;a;s hkafkka ì|f.k we; ^yxi ixfoaYh" 

2015(174&' lgmdvñka W;a;r foïyhs iuyre fkdfhla ;ekaj, isáñka ffjoH 

Ydia;%h kej; kej; lS nj .ssrd ixfoaYfha oelafõ' kej; kej; lsheùu hkahg 

zzmsßjy;sZZ hk fhÿu Ndú; lrhs ^.srd ixfoaYh" 2014(225-226&' wïn,fï l;d 

jekqu ks¾udKh lrk .srd ikafoaY l;=jrhd lgmdvï lsßu tl, tla bf.kSfï 

yd b.ekaúfï YS,amh l%uhla jq nj rc;=udj we.hSu i|yd Yaf,dal ks¾udK l<jqka 

tajd ñysrsj lshd lgmdvï l< nj mejisfuka ;yjqre lrhs ̂ .srd ixfoaYh" 2014(118&'  

f;dg.uqfõ úchnd msßfjfkys úiq NslaIqka ix{d" ikaê" w¾: w;a fkdyrñka 

jHdlrK lgmdvï l< nj o lshefõ ̂ .srd ixfoaYh" 2014(118&' fuhska ikd:jkafka 

idufKar NslIqka" <uqka muKla fkdj jeäysá who bf.kqï l%uhla f,i jkfmd;a 

lsrSu yd lgmdvï lsÍu Ndú; fldg we;s njhs' we;efula jkfmd;a lsßu yd  

lgmdvï lsßu bf.kqï l%u folla fkdj tlu l%uhla nj mejiqj o fuu l%u fol 

tlsfklg fjkia jQ bf.kqï l%u folls ^Keerthirathne" 2020&' 

;ud W.;a foh cSú;fha fldgila lr .ksñka tosfkod cSú;fha mj;sk 

m%Yakj,g ms<s;=re fiùug j¾;udk wOHdmkh u`.ska isiqka fhduq lrhs' fuh  

m%fhda.sl l%uh kï fõ' fuysoS YsIHhd ;ud úiska u w;aoelsfuka ,nd.;a oekqu 

Wmfhda.s lrf.k tosfkod csú;fha uqyqK fok .eg¨j,g úiÿï fidhhs ̂ chfialr" 

1971&' l%shdfjka wjfndaOh" l%shdldß wOHdmkh" wNHdi l%uh hkqfjka we;eïyq 

m%dfhda.sl l%uh y÷kajhs ^kkao" 1999&' kq;k o¾Ykslhska w;r rEfida" äú" udßhd 

fudkaáfidß jeks wh fuu l%uh m%j¾Okh l< wh fj;s' j¾;udkfha Ndú; lrk 

jHdmD;s l%uho fvd,agka l%uho fï yd ine`osh' m%fhda.sl l%uh úchd nd msßfjfkys 

úiq NsCIqkg kqmqreÿ fohla fkdúh' Tjqka i;r wmdh wka;¾Odkh lsßug iQ;% O¾uh 

m%.=K l< nj lshhs' kHdh yd m%dfhda.sl Ndú;h hk folu merKs fn!oaO wOHdmk 

l%uh yd ne|S mej;=kls' ta wkqj ñka ikd: jkafka we;eï ngysr wOHdmksl ixl,am 

kj foaj,a yeáhg u;= lsÍug W;aidy .;a; o tajd idïm%odhsl merKs wOHdmkh 

;=< § jir .Kkdjlg fmr Ndú; fldg we;s njh' 

weiSfuka oekqu f.dvke.Su;a weiQ foh OdrKh lr.ekSu;a w;S;fha isgu 

mej;=kls ^yxi ixfoaYh" 2015(179& ffjosl hq.fha § Y%e;sh m%Odk;u {dK ud¾.h 

f,i i,lk ,os' nqÿ iuh o Y%e;sh bf.kqï l%ufõohla f,i Ndú; lrk kuq;a 

ffjosl b.ekaùïj,oS fuka Y%e;sh {dk ud¾.hla f,i we.hSulg ,la fkdlf<a 

h' Y%e;sh u.ska ,nd .kakd oekqu ksjeros úh yelsh' jeros úh yels h' tfiau úh 

yels h' tfyhska weiSfuka bf.k .kakd foa úu¾Ykhg Ndckh lrñka oekqu  
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f.dvke.sh hq;= nj fn!oaO b.ekaùuhs ^ucaCêu ksldh" II (322&' —hym;a jq msßisÿ jq 

mqrdK wdpd¾hjrekaf.a b.ekaùï w; fkdyer oshuka;shlg nÿ kqjKska wjidkh 

olajd oekf.k fudaykaOldrh ÿrelr ñysß jpkj,ska ksielj foaYkd lrk 

úis;=rejq;a .eUqrejq;a wNsO¾u mdGj, w¾:h" iuyre wid oek.ks;s̃  hk yxi ikafoaY 

mod¾:fhka fldaÜfÜ hq.fha wOHdmk uOHia:dkj, Y%e;sh bf.kqï l%ufõohla f,i 

Ndú; l< wdldrh meyeos,s lrhs' fuys oelafjk wdldrhg Y%e;sh u.ska ,nk oekqu 

oshuka;shla jeksh' tu.ska fudayh kue;s w`ÿr lmd oeñh yelsh' w;eUq,la fiaa W.;a 

foa Ndú; lsÍug yels jk oekqula YsIHhd Y%e;sh u.ska ,nd .kakd whqre fuhska 

;yjqre lrhs' l=uk b.ekaùï l%u ngysr wOHdmkh ;=<ska y÷kajd ÿkak o weiSu 

yd foiSu wo o nyq,j Ndú; lrk bf.kqï b.ekaúï l%u Ys,amhla fõ' weiSfuka 

f.dvk.d .;a w¾O i;Hh iys; oekqula ,nk j¾;udk YsIH mrïmrdjg Y%e;sfhka 

W.;a foa wjidk bf.kqï M,h flfrys <`.dùu olajd Ndú; l< yelafla flfiao 

.kak merKs msßfjka wOHdmk l%uh u.ska ;yjqre lrk whqre fuu kso¾Yk ;=<ska 

meyeos,sh' .=rejrhdf.ka wid bf.k .;a foh YsIHhd úYaf,aIKd;aulj W.;a nj 

.srd ikafoai l;=jrhd ;jÿrg;a meyeos,s lrhs' bf.kqï m, mdol wOHdmkhla ioyd 

foaYk l%uh ksjerÈ Ys,amsh l%uhla f,i Ndú; l< yels nj ñka ;yjqre fõ ^.srd 

ixfoaYh" 2014(221&' foaYk l%ufha wvqmdvq wju lr .ekSug my; i`oyka l%fudamdhka 

Ndú; l< yels nj fn!oaO b.ekaùï Ys,amSh l%u u.ska ikd: fõ' wdOdrl Ndú;h 

^ud' ks' II: wïn,Üêl rdyqf,dajdo iQ;%h&" Wmud Ndú;h ^ud' ks' III: 1382&" reml 

Ndú;h ̂ iq' ks( liSNdroajdc iQ;%h&" l;kaor Ndú;h ̂ u' ks( I: ( 308&" foaYkfhys uq," 

ueo iy w. meyeos,sj iïnkaOj lsÍu ̂ uydj.a. md,s" 19&" foaYkfhys ud;Dldj uq, 

§ bosßm;a lsßu ^u'ks III : 256& iy m%ia;=; woyi fláfhka bosßm;a lsßu ^Woafoi& 

m%ia;=; woyi úia;rd;aulj oelaúu ^úNx.& ^u'ks" III .úNx. j.a.: 398&' 

l;dkaor l%uh idrO¾u b.ekaúu i|yd wOHdm{hska fhdackd lrk id¾:l 

b.ekaùï l%uhls ^ldßhjiï" 1995&' tfukau fuh ld,dka;rhla ;siafia ñksid 

w;r mej; tk b.ekaúï l%uhlss' tjeksju fuh YsIHhd Woafhda.fhka bf.ksug 

fmd<Tjk l%ufõohls ^kkao" 1999&' l;dkaor l%uh mdi,a uÜgfïoS l%u follg 

Ndú; flf¾' 

01' .=rejrhd l;kaorh lshjkúg YsIHhska wid isáu' 

02' YsIHhska l;dj lshk úg .=rejreka wid isáu' 

Y%jK Yla;sh j¾Okh úu" flfkl=g ijkaoSug <uhdf.a bjisfï .=Kh 

oshqKq ùu" inflda,h fkdue;sùu jeks ksmqK;d lsysmhla l;dkaor l%uh u`.ska 

isiqka ;=< j¾Okh fõ' ;jo wjika o jk;=re isiqkf.a wjOdkh wLKavj mj;ajd 

.ekSug o" bf.kqu i`oyd YsIHd fmd<Tjd .ekSug uq`M ld,ÉfPaoh mqrdu fidïkia 

iy.;j isiqjd mdvfuys rojd ;nd .ekSug o l;dkaor l%uh fhdod.; yels h' 

tjeksj u f.diafgd,ajdoSka l;d lrk iuia; ixckdkh iïnkaO uQ, O¾uho fï 
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;=< wka;¾.;j mj;shs ^kkao" 1999&' nqÿrdcKkajykafia l;kaor l%uh Nú; l< 

whqre ^mdhdisrdc[a[ os'ks& II: 1952 iy llpQmu" u'ks I: 308& jeks iQ;% weiqßka o; 

yelsh' wïn,ug tla jq úúO ckhd o l;dkaor l%uh Ndú;fhka oekqu f.dvk.d 

.;a whqre .srd ikafoaY l;=jrhd meyeos,s lrhs ^.srd ixfoaYh" 2014(114&' zzfkdfhla 

ldjH kdgldos ri o;a;d jQ ñ:Hd oDIaá .;a wfhla fmr ;u ;uka W.;a rdu iS;d 

l;d lsh;aZZ hkafkka th meyeos,s fõ'

.srd ixfoaYhg wkqj fldaÜfÜ hq.fhaoS f;arú,s Ndú;h b.ekaùfï Ys,amSh 

l%uhla f,i fhdodf.k we;' fuh idudkH wOHdmk l%ufhaoS fukau hdjcSj 

wOHdmk l%ufhaoS o Ndú; lr we;' wïn,fï l;d jekqfï oelafjk wdldrhg 

udkfhka hq;a we;fula tla tla flkd yd ;r. lrñka jpkfhka jpkh f;arú,s 

úi|d lsh;s ̂ .srd ixfoaYh" 2014(115&' is;akdu hkq f;arú,s i`oyd .srd ixfoaY l;=jrhd 

Ndú; l< fhÿuhs' wïn,ug /iajQ msßia ;u oekqu j¾Okh lr.ekSug f;arú,s 

fhdod.;a nj fuhska lshefõ' fldaÜfÜ hq.fha rpkd jq oyï .eg ud,dj fn!oaO 

wOHdmkh ;=< oS f;arú,sj,g ysñ jq ia:dkh l=ulao hkak ;jÿrg;a ;yjqre lrhs'

wdo¾Ykh j¾;udk mdi,a moaO;sh ;=< .=rejrekg m%.=K lsÍug Wmfoia 

imhk b.ekaùfï Ys,amSh l%uhls' we,anÜ nkavqrdf.a iudc bf.kqï kHdfhaoS isiqjd 

wlD;s u.ska bf.k .kakd nj lshhs' fuu wdlD;s bf.kqu moaudj;S msßfjfkys 

.=rejrekg yd YsIHhkag iq,n w;aoelsula jQ nj yxi ikafoaY l;=jrhd imhk 

f;dr;=re u.ska ikd: fõ ^yxi ixfoaYh" 2015(174&' 

idrdxYh

fldaÜfÜ hq.fha mej;s msßfjkaj, jkjdiS yd .%dujdis hk iïm%odhka folgu 

wh;ajQ NslaIQyQ jev úiQy' NslaIQkag wu;rj .sys msßia o fuys wOHdmkh ,enQy' 

msßfjka wOHdmkhg wu;rj hdjcsj wOHdmkho fuu hq.fhaos b;du;a oshqKq uÜgul 

mej;=Ks' bf.kqï b.ekaùï l%shdj,sh ukdj ixúOdkh ù ;snQ fuu msßfjkaj, 

Ndú; l< b.ekaùfï Ys,amSh l%u j¾;udk b.ekaùfï Ys,amSh l%u j,g fndfyda 

fihska iudkh' j¾;udkfha YsIH flakAøSh bf.kqu i`oyd Ndú; lrk m%dfhda.sl 

l%uh fuu wdh;kj, m%Odk b.ekaùfï Ys,amSh l%uhla úh' fuhg wu;rj wog;a 

merKs idïm%odhsl wOHdmk l%ufha wdNdih iys;j Ndú; flfrk jkfmd;a lsÍu" 

lgmdvï lsÍu" Y%jKh" l;dkaor Ndú;h" f;arú,s Ndú;h o b;d id¾:lj fuu 

msßfjkaj, fhdodf.k we;' fulS idïm%odhsl b.ekaúfï Ys,amSh l%u Ndú; l< 

wdldrh wOHhkh lsÍu u.ska j¾;udk .=rejrekago W.; yels mdvï jk w;r 

j¾;udkh jk úg b.ekaúfï Ys,amSh l%u Ndú;fha oS .=rejre m%o¾Ykh lrk wvq 

ksmqK;d uÜgï ksid .=rejrhd yd YsIHhd w;r f.dvke.S we;s ysvei wju lr 

.ekSug o úYd, u. fmkaùula flfrkq we;'
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