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Abstract

The historical and literary sources reveal that the origin of the Buddhist order
dates back to pre-Buddhist history. The advent of Buddhism emerges within the
scope of sixty-two misconceptions. In this context, there were two main religious
traditions: Shramana, Brahmana, and the religious sects opposed to Brahmana
sect held the views of Shramana. The Sangha order descended from Arahant
Annna Kondanna Maha thera belongs to the Shramana sect and the common
characteristics depicted in the Shramana tradition were also reflected in the Sangha
society. But out of the rest of Shramana traditions, there emerged an exceptional
Sangha tradition. Accordingly, it is expected to inquire about the monkhood of
Buddhism and the special features of monkhood in Buddhism in this study.

Key words: Buddhism, Sangha, monkhood in Buddhism, historical literetures,
religious traditions.
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