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Abstract

The scope of linguistics is to study of human language and Sociolinguistics, a branch of
modern linguistics is the study of language in relation to the society.The sociolinguists
emphasis that there is an inseparable relationship betweena society and its language and
also these two are inter- dependable. As a result of this, the socio-cultuaral facts such as
age, gender, class, occupation, education and ethnicity directly effect for all components
of a language, so the varieties and changes of phonetics, phonology, morphology,
syntax and semantics can be don by so called facts.Thus, Present study has attempted to
examine the vocabulary of Sinhalese inscriptions from 3™ BC to the end of 12" century
AD under the research problem of What is the Sociolinguistic Interrelationship between
Vocabulary Related to Agriculture and Socio-cultural Facts?.As primary sources,
inscriptios are strong enough to provide many valuable and rare facts for filing the
research gaps related to humanities and social sciences.If there are a good number of
valuable research works on Sinhalese inscriptions and its language,it vary rare to find
out a good research on Sinhalese inscriptional language according to theories of
sociolinguistics. Therefore, the aim of this research was to reveal the inter-relationship
between agricultural-vocabulary on Sinhalese inscriptions and socio-cultural conditions
of speech communities in ancient Sri Lanka. Using a literary survey for collecting
secondary data and applying a qualitative method in this research, it could reveal that
socio-economy and cultural facts have directly effected the vocabulary of Sinhalese

inscriptions.

Keywords: Agricultural-vocabulary, Inscription, Language, Sociolinguistics, Speech

community.
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