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Abstract

The origin of the usage of the Brahmi script and the evolution in Sri Lanka has
been a highly debated discussion. Most of the drip-ledge inscriptions are dated to the 3
century BC, the period contemporary to the king Ashoka's Buddhist embassy to Sri Lanka
conveyed by the Maha Mahinda thero. Upon this historical data, it was commonly agreed
notion to set the above time period as the definite upper time range of the usage of Brahmi
script in Sri Lanka and believed it was introduced along with the Buddhism. Through the
excavations done in the Innder-city of Anuradhapura, Siran U. Deraniyagala recovered
many evidences of the early Aryan migrations to the Sri Lanka. Among these findings there
were some potsherds with graffiti marks of Brahmic letters which were dated to the 6%
century BC. Latterly, the dates were verified through the studies of Robin Conningham and
Mohan Abeyrathna. However, the authenticity of the datings and the provenance of the
materials in the stratigraphy were skeptically reviewed by many palaeographers. Hitherto,
the discussion went on without a proper conclusion. The Department of Archaeology and
Heritage Management (RUSL) has started a second research program since 2017 between
Mid-Daduru Oya basin and Mid-Mee Oya basin.Middle Daduru Oya basin and Middle Mee
Oya Basin are the most important river basins in the proto historic period.Proto historic
people had settled in these river basins before 6"century B.C. According to the archaeological
evidence, it was confirmed that in the last ten years, researches carried out between these
two basins have identified proto historic settlements, burials and their material culture.Proto
Historic People introduced these important cultural aspects for these basins .Iron and Copper
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Technology Village Settlement , Paddy Cultivation, Tank and Irrigation System,Animal and
Plant Domestication, BRW, RW, BW Pottery making Methods, Beads Production Methods
The present author conducted a research excavation in a Megalithic burial complex at
Andarawewa in Anamaduwa Divition. Will shed a new light to this scenario. Few potsherds
recovered from the inside of a burial had carved graffiti marks of a Brahmic letter and other
symbols. Unlike a settlement mound, the burial chambers are considering as a time capsule.
Hence, the evidences are more credible. The findings were dated by radiocarbon method
to the 6% century BC. The present essay will describe the long existed skepticism of the
early dates of the Brahmi script in Sri Lanka following the fresh findings recovered from
the Andarawewa Megalithic burial complex along with the interpretations of the script.

Keywords: Brahme inscription, Megalithic burial, Proto history, Terakota seal, Radio
carbon
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