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Abstract

Homicide can be identified as a serious crime that can be committed against
the human body. Homicide, which can be considered a heinous crime
against an individual, can be identified as grave crime in many parts of the
world as well as in Sri Lankan society. Although homicide occurs in almost
every society, there are variations in the socio-cultural factors influencing it.
Therefore, it is important to identify the factors influencing the homicides
that take place in Sri Lankan society. The main objective of this study was to
identify factors influencing homicides. The problem of this study was "what
the factors influencing homicide are?" Other specific objectives of the study
were to identify the living area and family background of the perpetrators of
the homicides, as well as the relationship between the perpetrators and the
victims, and to examine whether economic factors influenced the homicide
and whether domestic conflicts influenced the homicide. The research also
aimed to identify the religion, ethnicity, and level of education of offenders.
The research was conducted on the hypothesis that economic factors and
casual relationships influence homicide. Forty (40) detainees who were
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convicted by the courts for homicide and imprisoned in Mahara prison which
was established under the prison department were randomly selected to
the sample. The majority of perpetrators, 88 percent, have been lived in
rural areas. According to the research findings, 33 percent of homicides was
occurred because of instant anger. Therefore instant anger can be identify
as one of the main fact for homicides. It could be identified that the casual
relationships also influenced for homicides. Ten percent of homicides were
occurred due to casual relationships. Therefore, it can be concluded that casual
relationships are also a major factor influencing homicides. Socio-cultural
factors such as drunkenness, sexual abuse, sexual harassment, land disputes,
financial dealings, political disputes, rape, long-term disputes, premarital
relationships breakdown and revenge can also be found to have contributed
to the homicides.
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