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ABSTRACT

Land ownerships and land ienure have been of scholarly interest among
the contemporary social scientists as an applied research field though out the last
half century. Abagunawardana & Senaratine (1989) has distinguished different
land types based on various scheme of land tenure and ownership such as Right
to use, correct justification of right, transferability and enforceability. In the
analysis of current situation of land tenure Sri Lanka, their ideas can be certainly
be applicable. In the ancient period the king was the sole custodian of land in the
country. The concept of the king’s ownership of land rests mainly on terms such
as bhupati, vathimi, bhupala, pathavipathi and mahipati used in inscriptions and
literature to denote the king. Really support the theory that the king was the sole
owner of land in his kingdom. Through the elite and general public has the access
{0 till the land under different serves bond. During the course of History, the land
ownership pattern has changed manly encompassing privet ownership and state
ownership under different tenured arrangement. The British colonial regime has
emphasized greatly to shape the present land use and land ownership pattern in
the couniry.
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